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BRITAIN OFFERS A LEAD IN CHINA 





ORE than six months ago, it is 

now disclosed, Great Britain tried 
to lead in the development of a construc- 
tive policy to break the international im- 
passe in China. In its memorandum 
handed to the United States Embassy in 
London, May, 1926, and made public on 
December 25, is a frank recognition of the 
realities of the situation and an appeal to 
our government for support in a policy of 
liberal concessions to the nationalist spirit 
of the Chinese, more particularly as re- 
presented in the victorious southern (Kuo- 
mintang) Government. 


The summary of a memorandum com- 
municated December 18 to the representa- 
tives at Peking of the Washington Treaty 
powers, in which the British policy to- 
wards China is further elaborated, was re- 
leased to the press simultaneously with the 
note to the United States. The following 
summary and extracts from the published 
portions of the communications indicate 
the radical character of the British propos- 
als. Emphatic protests are made against 
further attempts to force upon China in- 
creased foreign control. It is frankly 
recognized that in many respects the so- 
called “unequal treaties’ are now hope- 
lessly out of date and that if chaos is to be 
avoided in China the western powers must 
take account of this fundamental fact and 
by adopting a new policy save the essen- 
tials of their position in China without re- 
sort to force. The governments signatory 
to the Washington Treaty of 1922 are 
urged jointly to declare their readiness to 
negotiate revision of the earlier treaties 
and of other outstanding questions as soon 
as the Chinese have set up an authorita- 
tive government. 

As an immediate measure, united action 
should be taken authorizing the Chinese to 


levy unconditionally throughout China the 
Washington Conference scale of surtaxes 


(12% on imports, 74%% on exports), pro- 
vided that satisfactory assurances be given 
by the Chinese Government as to the use of 
the additional revenue. The hope is expressed 
that this may provide a basis for regularizing 
the practice which has developed at Canton. 

“The principal objection that will probably 
be made to this proposal,” continues the mem- 
orandum, “is that in strict logic it would 
amount to condoning a breach of a treaty. 
This argument, however, does not sufficiently 
take into account the realities of the situa- 
tion.” 

Britain joined the other foreign govern- 
ments in protesting against the action of the 
Cantonese in levying on their own initiative 
these additional taxes in defiance of the trea- 
ties, it is explained, only “with much reluc- 
tance and merely to maintain solidarity with 
the other powers.” 

The powers in their declaration of a desire 
to negotiate “should abandon the idea that 
the economic and political development of 
China can only be secured under foreign tute- 
lage and should declare their readiness to rec- 
ognize her right to the enjoyment of tariff 
autonomy as soon as she herself has settled 
and promulgated a new national tariff... . 
They should expressly disclaim any intention 
Tn foreign control upon an unwilling 

ina.” 

Addressing the United States, the Brit- 
ish make a special appeal: “A policy in- 
volving increase of foreign control and 
capable of being regarded as an encroach- 
ment on that sovereignty and independ- 
ence of China which the powers agreed at 
Washington to respect is so fundamental- 
ly opposed to the traditional policy of the 
United States towards China that His 
Majesty’s Government are disposed to be- 
lieve that the State Department will share 
their anxiety on this subject.” 
What will our Government reply? 
JAMES G. MCDONALD. 
What Is Intervention? 

HE landing of American sailors and 

marines at Puerto Cabezas, Nicara- 

gua, at noon on December 22 and the crea- 
tion of a neutral zone in the territory 
within rifle range of American properties 
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has been followed, December 27, by as- 
surances from the State Department that 
our policy in Nicaragua is one of non-in- 
tervention based solely on protection of 
American life and property. Puerto Ca- 
bezas, however, is the capital established 
by the Liberal government created a few 
weeks ago by Juan Sacasa and recognized 
by Mexico. The United States has recog- 
nized the Conservative government, under 
Adolfo Diaz, in control at Managua, the 
established capital. 


Whether or not Admiral Latimer has 
ordered Sacasa to disarm his Liberal 
troops or leave Puerto Cabezas, as an- 
nounced by the Associated Press, the steps 
actually taken by the United States can- 
not help but have a vital effect on the in- 
ternal situation in Nicaragua. Our action 
seriously embarrasses the Liberal régime 
and materially helps the Conservative 
régime, despite the fact that both factions 
are forbidden to enter the neutral zones 
unless they surrender their arms. It is 
hardly possible that the State Department 
has ignored the effects of this policy, 
which incidentally makes the distinction 
between “protection” and “intervention” 
so fine as to be indistinguishable. 


Colonel Thompson Reports 


OLONEL CARMI A. THOMPSON’S 

report on the Philippines, submitted 
to Congress by President Coolidge on De- 
cember 22 is expected to result in little or 
no new legislation during the present short 
session. No specific recommendations were 
made by the President in transmitting the 
report, and individual congressmen were 
inclined to believe that many of the mat- 
ters dealt with by Colonel Thompson 
could be handled by Executive action. 


The suggestions contained in the report 
differ only slightly from the forecast pub- 
lished in the News Bulletin, November 
26.* The most imaportant proposals are: 
that absolute Philippine independence be 
postponed for some time to come; that the 
United States establish an independent de- 
partment for the administration of the 
Philippines and other over-seas territory ; 
that civil advisors be provided the Gover- 
nor-General, in order to improve the un- 
satisfactory relations between the Execu- 
tive and the legislature; that the Moro ter- 
ritory should not be separated from the 
rest of the Islands, but that American con- 
trol be strengthened; that the Philippine 
legislature rather than Congress should 
amend the land laws so as to attract for- 
eign capital for the development of rubber 
and other tropical products; that the Phil- 
ippine government withdraw from private 
business and that the Federal Reserve sys- 
tem be extended to the eee: 


*News Bulletin, Vol. VI, No. 3. 


The Editors assume responsibility for the opinions expressed in this Bulletin. 
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German Political Uncertainty 
HE German political situation, which 
was thrown into confusion on Decem- 
ber 17 when the Nationalists voted with 
the Social Democrats and Communists to 
force the resignation of the Marx Govern- 
ment, will probably remain unsettled until 
the Reichstag reconvenes on January 19. 
The measure which turned out the Govern- 
ment was introduced by the Social Demo- 
crats and was passed by a vote of 249 to 
171. The Socialist vote was directed 
against Minister of Defense Gessler and 
was a protest against his supposed illicit 
relations with the militarist organizations, 

disclosed at the Feme murder trial. 

The Nationalists, who support Gessler, 
voted against the entire government on 
purely political grounds. Both factions 
desire a Government having a clear parlia- 
mentary majority in the Reichstag. Any 
cabinet which is formed must exclude 
either the Socialists or the Nationalists. 
To include the former, certain concessions 
in domestic policies will have to be made. 
The Catholic Centre party will doubtless 
remain the nucleus of any new Govern- 
ment but it is considered unlikely that the 
Left faction of that party under ex-chan- 
cellor Wirth would cooperate with the Na- 
tionalists. President Hindenburg has ask- 
ed Dr. Luther, now returning from South 
America, to form a Government. The only 
certainty in a complex political situation 
seems to be that Dr. Stresemann will con- 
tinue to direct foreign affairs. M.S. W. 


The forecast of a reconciliation be- 
tween the Papacy and the Italian govern- 
ment, heard during recent years, finds no 
support in the Papal pronouncement on 
December 20 scoring the Fascist State as 
“an end unto itself,” which makes citizens 
“mere means to that end.” This is appar- 
ently a reference to the Fascist concept 
“everything in the State, everything for 
the State, nothing outside the State.” The 
Papal protest against Fascist interference 
in Catholic educational organizations is 
interpreted by the Government as contest- 
ing Fascism’s right to control the educa- 
tion of Italian youth. The Government 
suggests that the Fascist and church or- 
ganizations can continue to co-exist amica- 
bly provided they each keep strictly to 
their special fields of interest. 








The Third British Empire: Being a course 
of lectures delivered at Columbia Uni- 
versity, New York, by Dr. Alfred Zim- 
mern, Oxford University Press, Lon- 
don, 1926. A penetrating analysis by a 
brilliant student of international af- 
fairs. 

The New Baltic States, by Owen Rutter, 
Houghton, Mifflin Co., Boston, 1925. An 
entertaining, descriptive work by a Fel- 
low of the Royal Geographical Society. 
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